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Testimony By Ed Wiederstein

For The House Ag Committee Farm Bill Field Hearing

I would like to thank the Chairman for giving me the opportunity to express my opinion
on the present farm bill and the new farm bill now being debated. I will try to make my
writien comments brief as possible, mainly because I do not like to type.

I am a livestock and grain farmer in that order. I feed hogs and have a herd of purebred
Angus cattle. I have approximately 800 acres of crops divided between corn and
soybeans, and 80 acres of pasture and hay ground. The current farm bill has provided me
extra income above what my hogs and cattle and what little grain I do sell. 1 feed
basically everything [ raise. The money I receive from the farm program payments is a
small percentage of my gross income.

My opinion of the farm bills is they stifle our ingenuity, take too much of the risk out of
crop farming, creates a false land market, is one of the reasons we have mega size crop
farms, and gives money to people that have a net worth 90% of the people in this country
do not have. One of the choices I seldom hear when talking about the new farm bill is
“no farm bill”. Realistically, I know the chances of this happening are probably less than
the Berlin Wall coming down, but then it did come down.

This spring I will be planting my thirty third crop since I started farming in 1973, I
believe everyone of those years I signed up for the farm bill has given me experience
with the farm bill. I ook back and I can think of some positive aspects of the farm bills.
Mainly, when I started, I got a beginning farm operating loan from the FMHA. In the
middle 80’s, when the Fed changed its stance on monetary policy and caught many
farmers with high interest rates, FMHA was there to help farmers. I don’t know if
would have survived either one of those periods in my farming career without that help,
but I feel that was a positive aspect of the farm bill.

I have seen the changes from very diverse farms to strictly corn/soybean farms, and
forget livestock, because that is too much work. I doubt those changes would have been
as drastic if not for the generous crop price supports. These generous farm supports
really should be called “land support”, because the supports accrue to the land owner, not
the operator. I am not against the land owner being prosperous, because I own some
land, but unintended consequences have created a false land economy. Most farm
operators would agree with this.

I mentioned the farm program stifled ingenuity. I mean creating ways to be profitable
other than using farm program payments. I will say some have been very ingenuitive
when it comes to collecting as much as possible and, yet, abiding by the law. Whether
you’re a large operator or small, when [ hear the words ”I couldn’t make it without farm
program payments”, [ believe we have really become dependent on the government.
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Farmers can be very entrepreneunal, but this dependence sure has suppressed it.

This dependence issue leads me into another issue that at some point we had better face.
It is the issue, do I deserve money from the government to, supposedly, support me, any
more than the Ace Hardware man in downtown Audubon, or the feed store, the local
newspaper, the local flower shop, or the funeral home. Is what they do really any less
important than what [ do? They are subject to a lot of the same variables as I am. There
are a lot of farmers with million dollar net worth receiving thousands of dollars of
support. Somehow, that picture just doesn’t look night. I have nothing against high net
worth, in fact , I’m all for 1t and want to be one.

I do wish that when times get tough, as they always do, regardless of farm programs,
farmers would quit whining about the government should help more. Instead, they need
to use their ingenuity to look for the opportunities that are plentiful. Farmers don’t Iike
nisk, but it is what creates opportunities that lead to profit. Most Ag commodities do not
have government support and somehow, they seem to survive and thrive.

What I would like to see the Farm Program include is some help for the beginning farmer
in the form of loan guarantees. Continue to offer commodity loans that are well below
cost of production to avoid growing for the government. And if society wants to pay us
for conservation practices, that is okay, but there are not enough people to police all those
practices.

I would, also, like to see trade barmiers lowered, so we can have access to foreign markets,
environmental regulations that aren’t going to put me out of business, and increased
funding of basic research, applied research, and new uses research.

Finally, less means more in the long run. Without farm supports, I know there would be
adjustments (probably a little painful), but in the end we would be an economic
powerhouse in our local communities and globally. Opportunity awaits.
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